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ART LI INFO ABSTRACT
Rieyeeords: This study explares the complex mteraction between land use policies and digital infrastracture in rural contests,
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1. Introduetion

Deapite the recognition of the impact of ICTs on rural life, the rela-
tionship between land abandonment and land use policy remaina under-
tad and 2 nignificant research gap in rural develop-
¢ Urban arean, with their high levels of internet usage, tend to drive
ation due to their density and cornectivity, which encourages
supporting infrastructure (Stem =t 2l | 2009). Similarly, Bell ez al (2010
argue that rural communities can tabe advantage of digital technologies
through land use policies, even if digitization iz not the primary goal of
Jurk it 1 ; %) high that

rural areas should aim to urbanise and attract the “creative clam’ by

, Flogida

improving digital comnectivity to drive growth through creativity and
innovation. Indesd, there iz a paradox in the literazure on land aban-
donment and digitslisation, az few studies have directly explored this

link. lnstesd, the foeus has mainly been on the impact of ICTz on
2016;
2014a,

ent, wages and agricultural productis

4b).

Furthermore, no study has yet examined the relationship betwesn
Intemet use and land aband in developed countries, Sally in
the case of the Czech Republic, where rural lnternet access iz widespread
and integral even in the most remote areas (Cecls d
o), 2022). This research gap persists decpite the
nature of the internet in everyday lifs in developed countries
9; Hudson et al., 2017, In particular, the interaction
between these factorm remain: vnstudied in Buropean Union countries

(Deng et al,

such az the Czech Republic, the need for empirical inwves-
tigation of their interplay.

Our study, which focuses on the Czech Republic, sxamines the
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Bridging the urban-rural digital divide: taxonomy of the best
practice and critical reflection of the EU countries’ approach
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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
This paper explores and interrogates existing approaches to urban- Received 13 July 2022
rural digital divide reduction. The EU and its member states are ~ Revised 27 November 2022
applying fragmented and diverse digitalization of terrtories. Any  Accepted 17 February 2023
systematic review of best practice and the juxtaposition of urban

. N KEYWORDS
and rural areas is lacking. The authors present a taxonomy of key Digitalization; urhan-rural
European rural digitalization approaches amd determined EU digital divide; best practice;
country clusters according to the extent of their use, with a critical rural development; EU rural
analysis of the context of their successes or failures. The key policy
finding is identification of digital infrastructure and virtual sphene

coherence as a challenge for bridging the urban-rural digital divide. JEL CLASS FICATIONS
= dging 9 R51; RSE; Q10; 022

1. Introduction

EU strategy documents contain a number of normative proclamations regarding the pro-
motion of rural digitalization (see OECD 2018 EC 2021a, 2021b), but in practice there is
no clear idea of how to concretely apply these visions through different approaches. In
addition, the literature points out that EU strategies generalize and simplify, thereby
neglecting spedific local needs (see Salemink, Strijker, and Bosworth 2017; Roberts
et al. 2017a; Dubois and Sielker 2022). The digitalization of rural areas is thus taking
place in fragmented directions. This problem is also confirmed by the European Com-
mission (EC 2021a), which published its Rural Vision 2040, stating that it wants to
create a common platform in order to share best practices. Although digitalization cur-
rently includes very important spatial processes, that will fundamentally affect rural resi-
lience in the twenty-first century, there is no systematic review and taxonomy of best
practice in bridging the urban-rural digital divide.

‘While the academic literature reflects upon the causes and consequences of the urban-
rural digital divide (McFarland 2018; Onitsuka, Hidayat, and Huang 2018), barriers to
rural digitalization (Wilson et al. 2018; Michels etal. 2020), rural vulnerability and resilience
due to low dlgltallza:mn and a lack of broadband connection {Ashmore, Farrington, and
Skerratt 2017; Roberts etal. 2017a; Giannakis and Bruggeman 2020), and digital innovations

CONTACT Marek Feurich marek feurichivse.cz Faculty of Economics, Department of Regional Studies, Prague
University of Economics and Business, Nam. W. Churchilla 4, 130 &7 Praha, Czech Republic
©2023 The Authari). Published by Informa UK Limited, trading a3 Taylor & Faneis Group
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Intpfoestivecommons.ong flicens esby-ne-nd/407), which 15 non-commercial re-use, distibution, and mprodudion in any
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The role of EU rural development policy in the neo-productivist

agricultural paradigm

Martin Pelucha® © and Viktor Kveton®

ABSTRACT

The role of EU rural development policy in the neo-productivist agricultural paradigm. Regional Studies. European Union
rural development policy tools have renewed their emphasis on agriculture for the period 2014-20. This shift has been
driven by an incoming neo-productivism paradigm, a terminology only recently applied to rural studies. This paper
focuses on the discussion of European Union rural policy positions in the context of key drivers of neo-productivism.
Existing academic debates focus mainly on ‘neo-productivist agriculture’, with less attention paid to rural development
policy. This review shows the need to address the terminological issues of this policy and to reflect upon the territorial
impact of other sectoral policies.
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RESUMEN

Le role de la politique de développement rural de I'UE dans le paradigme agricole néo-productiviste. Regional Studies. Les outils
de la politique de I'Union européenne pour le développement rural ont réaffirmé I'importance accordée a I'agriculture pour la
période 2014-20. Cette nouvelle orientation a été animée par un nouveau paradigme néo-productiviste, une terminologie que
I'on applique que depuis peu aux études rurales. La présente communication se concentre sur la discussion relative aux
positions de |'Union européenne en matiére de politique rurale, dans le contexte des moteurs du néo-productivisme. Les
débats académiques actuels se concentrent principalement sur |‘«agriculture né-productiviste», en se penchant moins sur
une politique de développement rural. Cet examen illustre la nécessité de soulever les aspects terminologiques de la
présente politique, et de réfléchir sur I'impact territorial d'autres politiques sectorielles.
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études rurales; néo-productivisme; post-productivisme; politique de développement rural; agriculture

RESUME
Die Rolle der EU-Politik zur Entwicklung des landlichen Raums fuir das Paradigma der neoproduktivistischen Landwirtschaft.
Regional Studies. Fir den Zeitraum von 2014 bis 2020 betont die Europaische Union bei ihren politischen Instrumenten zur
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Expanding the ontological horizons of rural resilience in the applied

agricultural research policy: The case of the Czech Republic
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
JBL lassificarion: This paper critically analyses and discusses the research gap regarding the current lack of reflection on the
032 importance and potential of applied agriculnural research policy for the broader aspects of rural resilience. The
033 basis of the paper i the evaluation and critical reflection of the relevance of applied agricultural research policy
31‘;' to the needs of agricultural practice at the national level, on the one hand, and o genaral trends in agriculnural
research neads at the EU level, on the other hand. Special attention is paid to the case of the Czech Republic and
g of the situation in countries in Central Europe. The results shaw a certain
S dmednmofmnanmmmaammmmmmmwmmummmmmmm
m‘”‘“‘] creating i On the can-
Digitinasion ary, the perception nfsomekeymdsa(me EU level s weak, LE.U:E role of digitisation, Agriculnure 4.0 and
Research nesds wider rural aspects. The biggest challenge for applied agricultural research will be to develop the role of agri-

culture in the context of rural resilience.

1. Introduction

The authors expand the findings of Pardey ot al (2013, p. 104), who
stated that “while there can be no doubt that the agricultural research and

Thiz paper examines the thematic focus of applied
research policy, which iz based on a number of different factors. In the
overwhelming part, this specific research policy builds on the traditional
themes of improving conventional agriculture, which follow o from the

and EU Common Agris Policy

pment (R&D) — productiviry — production nexus will play a pivoral role
in the world food equation over the coming decades, many important
empirical details are unresolved”. It is, therefore, appropriate to focus the
evaluation on the identification of rescarch themes that arc not
in current agricultural research programmes.

(CAF). These traditional themes are further complemented by environ-
mental themes and cfforts to influcnce and stabilise broader socio-
cconomic rural aspects (Bames, 2001; Gaunand ct al, 2015; Joly
<t al, 2016). At the same time, however, the agricultural sector, in
cooperation with other actors in rural arcaz, should be able to respond to
acw challenges and the influcace of extra-local facters (Heley and Jones,
2012 Warlow and Kasabow, 2014) and contribute to building more
resilient rural places (Scott, 201 3; Shucksmith and Talbot, 2015). In
terms of policy-maldng, the long-standing problem of the
agricultural model of rural development remainz at the cxpense of
supporting wider rural and territarial development (Hubbard and Gar-
ton, 2011). Applicd agricultural research is therefore confronted with a
wide range of themes and consequently must develop more compre-
hensive approaches.

* Corresponding auther.

Furthermore, in general, this paper builds on the findings of Ciarl and
Rafols (2015), who sought to examine whether recearch themes and
prioritics in the case of ‘rice production and use’ focus on issucs that arc
perceived as important and relevant by the relevant actors.

The present authors are undertaking a mid-term evaluation of the
Czech Conmecption of Applicd Agricultural Rescarch (hercinafter,
referred to as the Conception), which iz implemented with respect to the
period 2016 to 2022 (see Ministry of Agriculture, 2015). The main goal
of this paper is to evaluate the thematic focus of the Caech applied
agricultural research and critically discuss itz compliance with the needs
of agricultural practice and general trends in agricultural research at the
EU level. Special attention is also paid to the international comparisan of
the focus of applied agricultural research in neighbouring countrics in
Central Europe, through which one can better understand the diversity

E-mail addresses: martin pelucha@vse.cz (M. Pelueha), jana kourilova@vee.ez (.

com (M. Feurich).

hitps://doi.org/10.1016/j jrarstud. 2021.01.030

, edwand kasabov @ com (E. Kasabov), feurichmarek@gmail.
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Praxe informovani / ovlivnéni politiky na zakladé dikaz

JRC vision: ,Hrat ustredni roli pfi vytvareni, spravé a vyuzivani
kolektivnich védeckych poznatk( pro efektivnéjsi politiky EU.*

Cile skoleni The European Commission’s
science and knowledge service
Prozkoumat prostredi tvorby politik (1. den); Propojit védu a politiku (1.|  JointResearch Centre ¢

den); Naucit se nové dovednosti, které maji dopad (2. den)..

JRC STRATEGY 2030

Vysledky

Koncepc¢ni dovednosti pro reflexivnéjsi uvazovani o sveé praci, svém
rozsahu pusobnosti a svych odpovédnostech.

Praktické dovednosti pro zlepseni interakci a komunikace.




A man in a hot-air balloon is floating along and gets
lost in a cloud. When there is finally a break in the
cloud he sees a person on the ground and decides

to descend to ask for directions. The balloonist de-
scends and hovers over the man on the ground and
asks him where he is. The man on the ground shouts
back, “You are at 45 degrees, 25 minutes, 29 seconds
north, and 75 degrees, 42 minutes, 20 seconds west.
| am standing at 100 metres above sea level, so you
must be at about 120 metres.” The man in the balloon
replies, “You must be a scientist. | ask you a simple
question, and you give me too much information and
I'm still lost.” The man on the ground calls back to the
man in the balloon, “You must be a policymaker. You
came out of nowhere with your questions, | give you
the most accurate and precise answer | can, you're
still lost, and you blame me!”

From: http://publications.gc.ca/collections/Collection/SC94-91-2002E pdf.
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Diskutovana témata - priklady

SCIENCE POLICY

Investigation

Facts

Justification

Precision & selection to- Reconciliation of view-

wards truth

points & compromise

Understanding the world
Uncertainty as fact of life
Problem oriented
Experiment & discovery
Independent of context

Failure & risk accepted

failure and risk less toler-
able

You live in
DIFFERENT
WORLDS
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Co muzeme ovlivnit / udélat: koncept sfér viivu

»Véda a politika jako protinajici se a spoleCné se vyvijejici oblasti lidské Cinnosti

Circle of Concern

. Caused by scientists

Circle of Influence

. Caused by scientists & policy makers

. Caused by policy makers

Circle of Control



Science is under

ATTACK

00000,
scientific information has ..

NO RELEVANCE for
policy

Policy makers
DO NOT

Agendas

dominate the policy
process

O
@
4 OS5 )
Different timelines

5 VYZEV:
ProC nas tvurci politik nekdy

v 7/

neprivitaji s otevfenou naruci...
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Priklad projektu smluvniho vyzkumu pro Evropskou komisi

Podpora implementace Fondu pro spravedlivou transformaci
v Ceske republice

Ustecky kraj ~— ‘

. Moravskoslezsky kraj

Karlovarsky kraj ~
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ZAKLADNI INFORMACE O PROJEKTU

REFORM/SC2022/116

Konkrétni smlouva : . L ox :
Podpora implementace Fondu pro spravedlivou transformaci v Ceské republice

Zadavatel Evropska komise (DG REFORM)

Pfijemce Ministerstvo pro mistni rozvoj CR (MMR)

Frankfurt School of Finance & Management (jako soucast AARC konsorcia) ve
Realizuje spolupraci s Vysokou $kolou ekonomickou v Praze, Ceskym vysokym uéenim
technickym v Praze a spolec¢nosti BeePartner

Obdobi realizace listopad 2022 — Cervenec 2024

Doba trvani 20 mésicu
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PREHLED PROJEKTU

Led Lis Led Bre
23 23 24 24
1

Ukol 1: Uvodni faze
véetné zahajovaci
schizky

Realizace (kolu véetné
pFipravy

Vystupy (finalni)
Ukol 2: Pfiprava zpravy s
prehledem prekazek
absorpce verejnych
financi na regionalni
arovni

* Vystupy (navrh)

|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Zahajovaci schizka
@ Zhd

1

@ zaverecnaakce
Ukol 3: Plipravaa s T T T T T T T
kontrola dokumentt na
podporu Zadosti
predkladatel( malych
projektt do FST
(zastreSujici projekty)

> H
D3

vEetné Skoleni Skoliteld”

Ukol 5- Sifeni dobré D5 D5 *
praxe v prioritnich
oblastech OPST

Ukol 6: Priprava zpravy D6

Zamérené na analyzu 08 *
zkusenosti

Moravskoslezského kraje

Ukol 7: Priprava D7 *
Zavéretne zpravy a
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organizace zavarecneno ] 26 Skoleni a workshopu, celkem vice nez 850 u€astniku l
WO opu —




Y NARCBOHOSPODARSKA! 16+ #ARI 2024, USTINAD LABEM @ nf.vse.cz €@ narodovse

FAKULTA

—BE,

D2: ZPRAVA O DOSAVADNICH ZKUSENOSTECH A DOPORUCENICH K IMPLEMENTACI
FONDU PRO SPRAVEDLIVOU TRANSFORMACI
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ZAVERY A ZISKANE POZNATKY

» Standardni jev pro mensi subjekty - administrativni narocnost projektli EU ztéZuje reSeni této
problematiky jako takové.

» Zacarovany kruh prekazek pro malé subjekty: lidské zdroje a administrativni kapacita

Nedostatecné lidské zdroje Slaba schopnost porozumét
v projektovém managementu podminkam programu

) 4

Slabé zkusenosti v projektovém Nizka nebo zadna aktivita
managementu subjektd v podavani projektd

» Celkové porozuméni a schopnost aktivné se Gicastnit procesu spravedlivé transformace.

» Pro mensi subjekty mlze byt velkou prekazkou, pokud se nezvysi informovanost zprostiedkujicich
subjektli o procesu spravedlivé transformace (mistni akcni skupiny, mikroregiony, poradenské
firmy). Zejména MAS mohou mit v uzemi vyznamnou pridanou hodnotu — znalost Uzemi a aktéru.
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» Bylo pfipraveno 14 ilustrativnich prikladl vyplnénych Zadosti:

= 6 ilustrativnich prikladd Zadosti o podporu do ,zastresujicich projektd" pro podnikatele (dva pro
kazdy typ voucheru): vouchery na rozvoj podnikani; Digitalni vouchery; Inovacni vouchery

= 8 ilustrativnich priklad( Zadosti o podporu do ,zastresujicich projektd" pro verejny sektor (dva pro
kazdou tematickou oblast): Uspory energie a obnovitelné zdroje energie; ob&hové hospodarstvi;
mistni mobilita; remesiné inkubatory

» Kontrolni seznam podminek pro konec¢ného pfijemce: s prehledem dalSich formalnich kritérii a kritérii
zpusobilosti, ktera musi konecny Zadatel splnit.

» Prirucka pro hodnotitele (pouze pro ,zastfeSujici projekty" pro podnikatele): slouzi jako prakticky
pruvodce a nastroj pro hodnotitele, ktery mohou vyuzit pfi hodnoceni predlozenych projektt v ramci
programu Spravedlivé transformace (OPST).
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v' 221 Gcastnikl na 10 workshopech
v' Realizace: duben - prosinec 2023

v' Cilova skupina: U¢astnici procesu transformace (zejména obce, nevlad.
organizace a malé a stfedni podniky) v Usteckém a Karlovarském kraji.

v" Cil: Stimulovat pfipravu projektd a vytvofit zasobnik kvalitnich projektd,
které budou financovany (predevsim) z prostfedkd FST.

‘.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII‘
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v' 457 Ucastnik( 10 Skoleni Skolitell a

*

v 8 individualnich pfipravnych setkani nahrazujicich 2 dvodni $koleni
v' Realizace: kvéten - listopad 2023

v Cilova skupina: Skupina A Mistni Uroveri (malé projekty a predkladatelé
projektll s omezenou kapacitou, jako jsou obce, NNO a malé a stredni
firmy Y Usteckém a Karlovarském kraji); Skupina B
Pokrocild/regionalni/narodni uroven (Czechlnvest, hospodarské komory,
regionalni mistni akéni skupiny, vétsi meésta).

v Cil: Stimulovat pFipravu projektl a vytvofit zasobnik kvalitnich projektd,
které budou financovény (predevsim) z prostredk( FST.

‘Illllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll..
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v Celkem 678 ucastniku
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SEMINARE PRO SIRENI INFORMACI

KARLOVARSKY KRAJ - 23. LEDNA 2024 : : MORAVSKOSLEZSKY KRAJ - 26. LEDNA 2024 : : USTECKY KRAJ - 30. LEDNA 2024 3
Specifické zaméreni: . Specifické zaméreni: Specifické zaméreni:

o Zapojeni "malych" aktér(i do procesu : o Opatreni k feseni energetické chudoby / - o Uspory energie a obnovitelné zdroje
spravedlivé transformace D - Dostupné bydleni - energie

o 29 GEastnikd S 1 o 68 ucastniki : i o 50 Gcastniki
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V OBLASTI REGIONALNIHO ROZVOJE A INOVACI
Z MORAVSKOSLEZSKEHO KRAJE DO KARLOVARSKEHO A USTECKEHO KRAIJE
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PREHLED DOBRE PRAXE MORAVSKOSLEZSKEHO KRAJE

Pristupy k budovani vzajemné dlivéry v regionu

= Aktivni fungovani tematickych pracovnich skupin v ramci RSK
= Vzdjemna dlvéra a ¢innosti zamérené na vysledky

= Zastoupeni kliCovych aktért v fidicich orgdnech agentur

=  Prubéznd komunikace véetné neformalni rovné

Koordinace a fizeni katalyzatorii zmén

= |dentifikace instituci jako katalyzatort zmén

= Rizeni katalyzatorG zmé&n silnymi institucionalnimi lidry
=  Kompetence katalyzatort zmén a vyjasnéni pozic

= QOdraz pocatecnich podminek regionu

Pozitivni pristup, institucionalni inovace a flexibilita

= Pozitivni pristup k regionalnimu rozvoji

= |nstitucionalni inovativnost - potfeba myslet "out of box".
= Institucionalni flexibilita a personalni fizeni

= Dobry a pozitivni regionalni marketing uvnitf + vné
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Pro Ustecky kraj:

Posilit roli RRA UK prostiednictvim viceletych kontraktt s Usteckym krajem pfi pfipravé dalich planovanych sluzeb.
Definovat institucionalni fungovani a konkrétni programy TCUK jako pridanou hodnotu k soucasnym ¢innostem
zapojenych regionalnich agentur.

Posilit zastoupeni klicovych nepolitickych aktérti regionu v krajskych agenturach s cilem posilit regiondlni komunikaci.
Obnovit komplexni podporu (nejen) neziskového sektoru na pfikladu BROUK (Budouci rozvoj UK).

Posilit a presné zacilit fungovani tematickych pracovnich skupin RSK.

Posilit viditelnost krajskych agentur (véetné spoluprace agentur v aplikovaném vyzkumu zaméreném na posileni jejich
procesdl) a pozitivni marketing Usteckého kraje jako celku.

Pro Karlovarsky kraj:

Vymezit institucionalni fungovani a konkrétnich programt KARP/KIC jako pfidanou hodnotu ostatnich instituci
podporujicich podnikani a inovace a zvazit ve spolupraci s podnikatelskou sférou budovani polytechnické vysoké skoly.
Posilit fungovani AKEMKK po vzoru MEC a ECUK.

Najit zpasoby, jak podpofit konzultacni mista ,,one-stop-shop" na trovni mistnich akénich skupin (zlepseni lidskych
zdroju).

Posilit a presné zacilit fungovani tematickych pracovnich skupin RSK.

Jasné vymezit pravomoci instituci v souvislosti s podporou podnikani a inovaci.

Posilit pozitivni marketing nejen celého regionu, ale i jeho subregion( (Sokolovsko, Chebsko).

o]V
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DotaceEU.cz

{1@ Kde fondy EU pomahaji E[[I. Statistiky a analyzy 5 Jak ziskat dotaci z fondd EU

‘ ¢ Vsechny novinky ‘

Exkurze v Moravskoslezském kraji
8.11.2024

Ve dnech 5.-6. listopadu 2024 prob&hla exkurze zéstupci regionu Severozépad v Moravskoslezském kraji pod nazvem:
JInstitucionalni fungovani — prenos dobré praxe”.

Exkurze navézala na jiz uspésné ukonceny projekt TSI, ktery byl zaméren na podporu implementace Fondu pro Spravedlivou
transformaci v CR.

V ramci tematického tikolu (D6), ktery se tykal sdileni dobré prace s institucionalnim fungovanim v Moravskoslezském kraji
a prenosu zkusenosti do Usteckého a Karlovarského kraje vyplynul zdjem o uskuteénéni exkurze zastupci regionu
Severozapad primo v Moravskoslezském kraji.

Prvni den exkurze, po Uvodnim predstaveni probéhlo kratké shrnuti zpravy ke sdileni institucionalni praxe a predstaveni
transformacnich aktualit z Moravskoslezského kraje.

Nésledovala komentovana prohlidka objektu Fajna Dilna (projekt s cilem nabidnout Siroké vefejnosti moznosti prijit si
osahat femeslo nebo se nauit novym femesinym dovednostem) a Dolni oblast Vitkovice (aredlu byvalého vysokopecniho
zavodu s plynojemem prestavénym na multifunkéni aulu Gong), kde méli ucastnici prohlidky moznost se dozvédét spoustu
zajimavych informaci o historii Dolnich Vitkovic, vyrobé surového zeleza a prohlédnout si samotné nitro vysoké pece, a také
vyuzit krdsného pocasi k vyhledu z Bolt Tower. Po skonéeni této prohlidky byla zdjemciim nabidnuta moZnost prohlédnout si
prostory budovy FUTUREUM - Zelend, otevrend, inovativni a dynamicka platforma.

Druhy den byla moznost vybéru ze 3 zajimavych workshopu:
1. Workshop MSID — Obnova brownfield(, projekt LIFE na Karvinsku

2. Workshop MSIC — Podpora inovaci a podnikani

3. Workshop MS Tourism - Podpora turismu v Moravskoslezském kraji

Dvoudenni exkurze byla zakonéena zavérecnou diskusi — sdileni poznatkl & networking.

Zde zadejte hledany vyraz n

,FOLLOW UP“ AKTIVITY

J Kontakty

%, Evropské fondy v €R
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v Organizace exkurze zastupci Usteckého a
Karlovarského kraje v Moravskoslezském kraji

v’ Expertni pracovni skupina Ministerstva
zivotniho prostredi k pripravé novych vyzev
pro podavani projekta z FST

v'  Expertni pracovni skupina pro pfipravu
Strategie regionalniho rozvoje CR pro obdobi
2028 - 2034
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Dekuji za pozornost!

Prof. Ing. Martin Pelucha, Ph.D.

martin.pelucha@vse.cz




